The first point prevalence survey of nosocomial infections in Albania: pilot study.
In May 2003, investigators were trained and prevalence pilot study was conducted at the University Hospital of Tirana, Albania. Investigators were trained to assess the organizational problems of the first prevalence survey of nosocomial infections (NIs) in Albania. Twelve investigators were trained in 2 days. After the training, the pilot study was conducted in 3 wards. The investigators collected data using a standard form and the definitions of the Centers for Disease Control, USA. The training improved the investigators' knowledge of NI epidemiology and surveillance. The pilot study underlined the lack of information in the clinical documentation and lack of collaboration between clinicians and the laboratory: microbiological examinations were performed only in 13 (16.5%) patients and none of the 11 NIs reported was confirmed in the laboratory. This led to a review of the survey protocol, above all in order to increase the use of microbiological laboratory.